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Important Information About Your GP Practice – Practice Merger from 1 July 2026

Dear Patient,
We are pleased to share some positive news about the future of your GP practice.
From 1 July 2026, the GP partners from Abbey Road Surgery and Risedale Surgery will be coming together to form one unified practice under the name Abbey Road Surgery. As partners, we have worked closely together for some time and believe this step will allow us to strengthen the care and services we provide for our patients.
The practice will continue to operate from Alfred Barrow Health Centre on Duke Street in Barrow-in-Furness, so you will still be able to access care from the same familiar location.
By bringing our teams together, we hope to build a stronger, more resilient practice that can continue to provide high-quality care for our community both now and in the future. Doctors Hameed, O’Donovan, Thimmiah and Wyatt feel very positive and excited about this next step, and we are all looking forward to continuing to care for you as part of this new, combined practice. We would also like to reassure you that new patients will continue to be very welcome to register with the practice.
This merger is fully supported by the NHS Lancashire and South Cumbria Integrated Care Board (ICB), the Local Medical Committee (LMC), and aligns with the wider NHS plan to strengthen local GP services and improve patient care.
What this means for you
You do not need to do anything. You will remain registered with the practice and continue to receive NHS care as normal.
There will be:
• No change to the building you attend
• No change to practice opening hours
• No reduction in services
• No need to re-register
• No change to how you order prescriptions
Your medical records will transfer securely and confidentially within the NHS system.
Why this merger is happening
This merger brings together two experienced GP teams to create a stronger, more sustainable practice that can provide improved care for our patients.
This will allow us to:
• Improve appointment availability over time
• Improve access through a larger clinical team
• Improve specialist chronic disease clinics and management
• Offer more coordinated, joined-up, Holistic care
• Improve continuity and long-term support
This supports the NHS vision of providing more care closer to home and improving long-term health outcomes.
Our commitment to you
Your care remains our absolute priority.
All staff are transferring to the new organisation, and you will continue to see familiar faces.
The merger will strengthen your GP practice and help ensure it continues to serve the community for many years to come.
Prescriptions, appointments and referrals
There is no change to:
• Ordering prescriptions
• Attending appointments
• Hospital referrals
You can continue to contact the practice in the usual way.
Changes impacting current Risedale Surgery Patients from 1st July 2026:
· Telephone Number is expected to change to:
· 01229 445 110
· Email Address is expected to change:
· General Enquiries - LSCICB-MB.abbeyroadsurgery@nhs.net 
Questions or concerns
We understand you may have questions and we are here to help.
You can use this form for any queries/questions/feedback: Patient Engagement Survey 
Speak to our reception team
Visit our website
Further information will also be displayed in the practice.

Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,
The Partners and Team
Abbey Road Surgery/Risedale Surgery




